The Empire (Sydney, NSW : 1850 - 1875), Tuesday 25 July 1871, page 4 provides another description of Rockley:
​Amongst the latter:-class, or coming within the category of: those towns that have hitherto escaped the attention of the topographer, may be included, the' isolated but not unimportant town of Rockley, which is situated about 130 miles west-by-north of Sydney,; and about twenty miles south of Bathurst. In the immediate neighbourhood of Bathurst are several other rising and important towns, such as Sofala, Orange, Blayney, Carcoar, and others of minor importance ; and the proximity of such towns must invariably bespeak the existence of ' an active and steadily, increasing population, upon whose energies physical and mental-depend the development of the vast mineral, industrial, and agricultural resources for which the Bathurst district has been long celebrated.
​About ten miles south of Bathurst is a chain of mountains extending from the Macquarie Range to the western flank of the dividing chain in a series of irregular and: unconnected ridges, which considerably vary in their elevation. These subordinate ranges as they recede southward increase in altitude' till they finally verge into the Abercrombie Mountains, in which a great number of the tributaries of, to Macquarie River have their sources. That portion of this mountain system which 'intervenes between ' the neighbourhood of  Rockley and that of Bathurst, extends from the right bank of  Campbell River to the neighbourhood of Carcoar, and - consequently serious difficulties exist in respect to the access from Bathurst to Rockley, which, in order to be overcome, must necessitate an enormous public expenditure, not at all warrantable under the circumstances.
​From Bathurst the road to Rockley passes through that picturesque locality known as Queen, Charlotte's Vale, extending from the southern environs of the city to a distance of seven miles. It would be difficult to convey an idea of the grandeur of the natural Scenery presented in the' aspect of this delightful landscape, every part of which, coming within the limits of vision from now points of observation, is replete with charming variety.
​Nor is the natural scenery less attractive on account of associating circumstances. Beautiful villas conspicuous among which may be observed to advantage Orton Park, the seat, of Charles M'Phillamy, Esq. adorn the view on your left, and constitute an important element in giving breadth and animation to the scene. There are three inns along this road, at Intervals respectively two miles asunder; formerly there were four, but the central and by far the most pretentious one of them, namely, the Rainham, has been closed long since as a public resort, and is now occupied as a private residence. One of its out-offices has also been converted into a flour-mill. In its pristine career, the, Rainham must have enjoyed a high degree of popularity, apparently, from the high order of its. architectural merits and the labours bestowed on its adornment, evidences of  which may still be copiously traced in the aspect of the building and its subordinate offices. Beautiful clusters of acacias, inter-twining their foliage in grand confusion, grow profusely on either side, and from the rich verdancy of their hues contrast grandly with, the aspect borne by the surrounding shrubberies. Immediately in front are the vestiges of what was once an extensively prolific orchard, but which, at present displays an unseemly array of cornstalks as evidence of its degenerate tendency.  A little further south is a neatly built brick 'Wesleyan chapel, in which a day-school, under the management of a young lady (Miss Boyd), is being held. It does not, I believe, receive any aid from the Council of Education, but derives its support wholly from local patronage. Conspicuous among the objects next coming under the traveller's notice is the Vale Bridge, about a quarter of à mile from the chapel. This is an  excellent structure of its kind, about 100 feet in length, and equally combines the advantages of durability of material (it being constructed of box) and elaborate details of workmanship. The approaches on either side of the rivulet are favourably characterized by the level surface of the land in connection with each end of the bridge, which must be crossed en route for Rockley, the direct road leading to the Trunkey gold-fields.
​The character of the road, as a means of transit, may be regarded up to this point as unexceptional-able ; but from the bridge to Rockley, a distance of twelve miles, it gradually sustains progressive degrees of deterioration. Ample evidence of its execrable condition in rainy seasons may yet be traced to the extent of the "Murdering Swamp" (the inelegant appellation of the locality extending from the bridge to the mountain chain, previously described) ; and as the occupation of the inhabitants of this neighbourhood chiefly consists in supplying firewood to Bathurst, the difficulties attendant upon the prosecution of this source of livelihood become, under the circumstances, nigh insurmountable; The', peculiar and distasteful appellation by which this locality has, until very recently, been known, is derived from the fact that a number of aboriginals, in the earlier epochs of the settlement, had made a midnight raid upon the dwellings of the pioneers, and brutally murdered the whole of them, ten. or twelve in number. Lately, however, the unhonoured and inelegant nom de plume has been superseded by the more inviting one of South Apsley, by which name it will be known in future. The southern boundary of the swamp is formed by the mountain range, which is hereto more particularly designated the " Mountain Run," and when viewed from the plain, which extends to its base, the sublime aspect that it assumes adds immensely to the beauty of. the scenery beneath. The route up the mountain, however, is not associated by many of the usual characteristics of mountain scenery.
​Monotonous in character, and dissociable in its component parts, the slope traversed by the road to Rockley affords but few attributes of natural beauty indeed,: it is only distance in its case that lends enchantment to the view. . An ascent of about a mile brings the traveller to its summit, from which a magnificent panoramic view of the surrounding country is commanded. Here the true lovers of the picturesque may enjoy an ideal treat, with which in the grandeur and extent of the confronting scenery very few local prospects can compote. The view, looking northward, is by far the most replete with the rich attributes of natural scenery, and embraces an expansive and gorgeous assemblage of mountain, dale, and plain. In the nature of the arena, the most northern and eastern limits of the city of Bathurst may be plainly defined, and far beyond may be traced the serpentine course of the Winburndale, rendered distinct by the fantastic river oaks that fringe its banks, and contrast vividly with the monotony of the plain through which it flows'.
​Further in the rear, and forming for a considerable distance the extreme horizon, appear the Turon Ranges with hues of deepest blue, scarcely discernible from the firmament with which they seem to blend. To the east is visible that noble chain of mountains forming the eastern boundary of Macquarie Plains, and alike celebrated for their precipitous ascents, and the unvarying, but not unpleasing form of their outlines. It is only, however, under certain conditions that the beauties of the panorama can be realized to the greatest extent. When, for instance, on autumnal sun illuminates the whole scene, the sky being clear, and the air serene, greater scope is afforded for the effective display of all the minute details that contribute so much to heighten the general effect of the view, and ' without which accessories the consistency and grandeur of the scene cannot be sustained.
​Simultaneously with the ideal gratification afforded in the contemplation of this charming view, the traveller experiences, in the keen, pure, mountain air, an unusual degree of muscular activity, and an increased buoyancy of spirits ; every joint seeming braced with elasticity, which very desirable condition of body and mind amply compensates for the toils attendant on the ascent. 
​The road now braces the top of the range for about half a mile, gradually descending, until the first line of elevation is surmounted, when it assumes a level character for a short distance, and again traverses another range in which, situated about midway on its northern declivity, is the Mountain Inn, the only establishment of the kind between the foot of the mountain and Rockley. A notable feature in connection with this establishment is that it is the only representative in the Bathurst district of the primitive style of public houses, being constructed of slabs and bark, and roofed with thatch. The modesty of its architectural merit is, however, amply compensated form by the excellence of the beverages it dispenses, ,and the efficiency of its internal arrangements : and the host himself (Mr. Cashman) is the perfection of courtesy and good humour, and has always at hand an inexhaustible fund of anecdote where with he enlivens his guests.
​Leaving Cashman's, the road traverses the second line of elevation, and at about midway to Rockley, the residence of Mr G M. Fox. Esq of Foster's .Valley, appears in view. This establishment was once a gay temple of Bacchus in which its former occupant presided for many years. But on Mr. Fox becoming its proprietor, all insignia and traces of its former calling were speedily demolished, and its internal apartments thoroughly reorganized, so that it now constitutes the principal object of admiration along the mountain route, and greatly relieves the monotony of the adjacent scenery, which is here of the most insipid and unostentatious kind.
​Another ride of three miles over a few more undulations brings the traveller to the summit of a gentle mound under which Rockley is situated. At the first glance the judicious observer will not fail to observe that the site of the town, or more properly speaking, the village of Rockley, had not been selected with much discretion, for it is completely surrounded on all sides by a series of low hills that effectually conceal the slightest indication of its existence from the eye, until you have approached within a quarter of a mile of its site. The village numbers about a score of houses, dissimilar in their architectural pretensions which, generally speaking, are exceedingly modest, and occupy the lower and consequently the less adapted portion of its site, while the places of worship occupy favourable and elevated sites, and from the prominence of their situations and their superiority of aspect, comparatively considered, tend very much to relieve the unenviable seclusion which is manifested in the situations of these buildings comprising the village proper. A  remarkable feature, characteristic of the moral progress of Rockley, is strongly illustrated by the strength acquired therein by the church militant. Here with a population of 116 souls, children included, we have three well-constructed and amply commodious places of worship, and  a, fourth in course of erection.
​The Wesleyan Chapel occupies the most imposing site, and is a substantial structure of fair dimensions, being built of stone and situated on a pleasing grassy slope, richly abounding in sylvan recesses of a variegated and attractive appearance, while upon the same slope, but further in the rear  are the Episcopalian and Presbyterian Churches, both neatly brick-built structures, either of which is  sufficiently capacious to accommodate the whole population of Rockley. The Catholic Church is now in course of erection, midway between the Wesleyan and Episcopalian Churches, and when completed will be the most ornamental edifice of the village.
​These churches, excepting the Presbyterian, are represented here by their respective ministers, two of whom, the Rev. Mr. Davoren (K\Roman Catholic), and the Kev. Mr. Monahan (Wesleyan), reside in Rockley, and the Episcopalian minister,. the Rev. Mr. Boyce, resides about half a mile from the village. The Presbyterian Church is occasionally attended by a clergyman from Bathurst. Rockley boasts an excellent flour-mill, erected by Mr Stanger, of Bathurst, about nine years ago ; and this establishment, apart from the particular wants that it supplies, forms the principal object of note in the village, by the excellence of its construction and the comparative insignificance of the humble specimens of architecture which surround it, and over which. it (figuratively speaking) seems to exercise a domineering influence.
​There are two amply stocked stores in Rockley, of which the most extensive belongs to Mr. A. Budden, the other one, which is also in connection with a public house, belongs to Mr. A. Collins, who has also the most extensive and commodious of the two inns that the village contains, but of which neither can claim the advantages of being favourably situated or possessing any special merits in the order of their external appearance; The court-house and public school comprise the only public offices in the village, the post office being under the management of a private gentleman-Dr. O'Brien, the resident physician of the distrait. The public school is very well attended by forty-five pupils, divided into three classes, and is under the efficient management of Mr. J. Woodward. The local board comprise Dr. O'Brien, Messrs. Budden, Steele, and Collins. Trade is represented in Rockley by one saddler, one blacksmith, and two shoemakers, who, notwithstanding the competition which modem machinery brings to bear upon their handicraft, seem to maintain a brisk and steady business.
​In the former part of this paper I stated that Rockley was not an unimportant place, but by this concession I do not imply the idea that it is a place of much importance, or that it will over attain an important position, either as a station of commerce or traffic. Perhaps the causes that militate most against its immediate progress exist in the difficulties by which the access to and from Bathurst is accompanied, and until the latter obstacles have been overcome, the social position of Rockley must remain stationary, or else sustain gradual degeneration. The natural resources upon the development of which depends the ultimate prosperity of a central point are not very copiously distributed in its neighbourhood, and, excepting in the minority of instances, agricultural and pastoral pursuits do not realise other than imaginary profitable results. The numerous diggings by which Rockley is completely surrounded are so meagre and unproductive in their yieldings that they add but little to the financial income of the district, while its isolated position and the disadvantages connected with its state of access jointly combine to retard its extended progress.
​About eight miles from Rockley, in the northern declivity of the Mountain Run, are some newly formed copper mines, the details of which will form the subject of a future paper.

