
Eva Alice’s UK Life: 

Eva Alice Grinton was born on 29th February 1880 at 137 Lake Rd, Portsea on Portsea Island, County of Hants.  Her 

birth certificate states her maternal grandmother Amelia Oakley was present at her birth. Her mother was Sarah Ann 

Oakley who had married William John Grinton, on 17th July 1879 in Portsea Island. William was serving on HMS 

Alexandra at the time of her birth. Was this a marriage of love or a forced marriage? Was Eva Alice born 

prematurely? Eva used to celebrate her birthday on 28th February each year and on her 64th she was thrown her 21st 

birthday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sarah Ann Oakley Grinton died on 19th April 1880 of a pelvic abscess and pyaemia a type of sepsis that leads to 

widespread abscesses of a metastatic nature which she had been suffering from for 1 month and 21 days. She died 

at her parents house at 39 Toronto Rd Portsea and her brother George who was present at her death and registered 

it. She was 21 years of age. Refer to the Grinton page and the seperate Oakley story for Sarah Ann’s family story. 

Eva Alice must have moved to the care of her paternal grandmother Rachael Daines Grinton by the November of 

that year as his father returned to sea on the Alexandra on 1st November 1880. William had served on the Alexandra 

up until March 1880 when we assume he took leave. 

Why did she not return to the care of her maternal grandparents? This appears to be the last contact with the 

Oakley’s. 

Eva Alice by 1881 is living with Rachael and her children at 51 Queens Rd Chatham which is now garden area. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Below: the rest of Queens Rd probably what it looked like in 1881. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 1891 Rachael Daines Grinton is a pensioner on government annuity living with her daughter Rachael Spears 

Grinton Batchelor and her children William John aged 13 and Ella aged 11 and her sister Sarah Jones who is living on 

her own means but listed as a sister in law and her daughter Ethel aged now 13 years old. Rachael’s husband Samuel 

Batchelor is a mining engineer who worked in South Africa so he was obviously working elsewhere. Refer the Grinton 

page for more on this couple. So in 1891 when Eva would have been 11 where was she living? 

 



If we search for Eva’s dad William who by this time had remarried to Elena Doorey we find that he and Elena/ 

Eleanor are living at 3 Station Rd  Harwich as boarders. The head of the Household was Alfred Knight who was not 

involved in the sea. William is also listed as a Gunners Mate on the vessel Hearty docked at Harwich.  

 



 

 

By 1891 Elena and William had 4 possibly 5 children as Minnie was born in 1891 so where were they? Where is Eva? 

There was a story Ed told that she went into a workhouse as a child and was beaten over the head which led to her 

deafness in her left ear. Was this true? 

I found an 1891 census document which suggests that the children were living at 37 Richmond St Sheerness and Eva 

Alice may well have been in charge whilst William and Elena lived away. Looking at the children’s birth records 

Minnie was in fact born in Sheerness in 1891 as had her sister Rachael Maria E Grinton in 1889. The previous 2 

children had been born in Portsea Island. An explanation? On the night of the census Elena may have been visiting 

her husband in Harwich or they had left Eva Alice to look after the 4 younger children in Sheerness whilst William 

and Elena boarded in Harwich. Elena is not listed as a visitor in the Harwich census. 

 



 

By 1901 Rachael Daines Grinton remains a naval pensioner and living with her daughters but Sarah Jones is the head 

this time not Rachael Spears Grinton Batchelor. Eva Alice is not living with them: 

 



Eva Alice is in fact 21 years of age and off on her own adventure. The 1901 census has her in London as a Salvation 

Army Slum Officer living with in a household at 11 Clare Court St Clements Danes in the ward of Strand London. She 

is living with Lydia Brown as head of household and Emma Baldock. So what is a slum officer? 

The Salvation Army confirmed that Eva never joined them as an officer but clearly she worked as a Slum Officer in 

the slums of inner London.  This work is highlighted in George Bernard Shaws play Major Barbara . A useful reference 

for this work is also " A Bridge Over Troubled Spheres" Women in the Victorian Salvation Army by Ruth Vandebor. 

[Available on line.]  

“ Poverty and the Salvation Army 

Shaw's theme in Major Barbara was poverty and what could or 
should be done about it. It was a timely subject. Although Britain 
was still at the summit of her imperial power in 1905, there were 
nearly a million people receiving Poor Law relief. One person in 36 
was a pauper, over two-thirds of them women and children. In 
London the proportion was higher, one person in 31. On 1 January 
1905, there were in London 148,000 paupers, including 1,365 
"casual paupers", most of them described as vagrants, who spent 
the night on the streets or in the workhouse casual wards, or Spikes. 
(There are still 23 Spikes, now called Government Reception 
Centres, in England and Wales, catering for 30,000 homeless.) 

 
Their number had increased substantially since 1878, when William Booth founded the Salvation Army and became 
its first General. In 1888 the Army had opened its first hostel for down-and-outs (it still runs many today). Booth's 
book, In Darkest England, claimed that one person in ten lived "below the standard of the London cab-horse", which 
was at least assured of food, shelter and warmth. “ 
 

Slum Officers like those on the left volunteered to assist the poor, 
ministering to them and saving their souls. It is interesting to note 
that Eva’s bible which her granddaughter Vivienne still has, has 
underlined passages in it which are all the fire and brimstone “ 
devil” style passages. Perhaps this was a focus for Eva’s spiritual 
understanding from her times in the slums of London saving souls. 

 

 

 

 

By 1911 Eva was in service as cook in Gravesend and she emigrated shortly afterward. Was she looking for a new life 
at the age of 31 years ? She travelled on the Thermostocles [photo below] leaving London on 6th July 1911 for 
Brisbane. SS Themistocles was a UK steam ocean liner and refrigerated cargo ship. She was launched in 1910 
in Ireland and scrapped in 1947 in Scotland. She was built for Aberdeen Line, White Star Line managed her for a few 
years, and she spent the latter part of her career with Shaw, Savill & Albion Line. Themistocles was a troop ship in 
the First World War and also served in the Second World War. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Themistocles_(1911) 
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Where was the rest of Nanna’s family in 1911? 

• Her father and step mother were living at Hoath Lane Chatham- private address with their daughter May. 
This is probably where the photo of Alice Elena and May was officially taken. 

• Her grandmother Rachael Daines Grinton was living with her daughters Sarah Maria Jones [head] and 
Rachael Spears Grinton Batchelor at 29 Churchill Rd Gravesend- Gravesend is where Rachael Snr would be 
buried in 1917.  

• Her step brother George was living with his family at Plumstead. 

• Her oldest step brother William John Grinton Jnr was at sea in the Navy. His wife and children were in 
Chatham. 

• Step sister Minnie was a servant for Thomas Widdows household in London 

• Rachael Maria her step sister aged 21 years was also a domestic servant and at the time of the census a 
patient in the London County Council, Horton Asylum, Epsom. By Christmas of 1911 Rachael was in the 
workhouse being not able bodied and given and infirm diet. 

• Her step brother Henry was a school boy aged 14 at Royal Hospital Schools Including Trafalgar Quarters, 
School For Sons of Seamen, Romney Road, Greenwich S E. 

 

See the Grinton page for more detailed stories. The story of Eva being in the workhouse may well have related to her 
stepsister who seems to also have a mental health issue perhaps or some infirmity.  In between the census years it is 
not possible at the moment to establish whether Eva Alice ever entered a workhouse as a child. This was certainly a 
story of the family through Ed Smith. The census records do not suggest she was but if she entered a workhouse the 
timing is likely to be before the 1891 census when she transitions from her grandmother to her father’s care.  

Eva Alice does not appear to have had a relationship with her mothers family at least formally anyway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1911 Postcard of Aberdeen line 

promoting the sail to Australia 
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